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Oak Tree At Maple Grove Removed
Recent High Winds and Deterioration Take A Toll
One of the earliest trees on the
grounds of historic Maple Grove is no
longer. Weakened in part by the recent
high winds last November, and showing
signs of decay, the tree was removed
last week. Tree rings indicate it was
145 years old. “We are sorry to see it
go”, said Executive Director Patrick

Daily. “But it’s time had come, and
there was a danger of it falling on Maple
Grove.”
Work was performed by Professional
Tree Service of Nebo, North Carolina, a
company that has done work for the City
of Hickory and Hickory residents sawing
and removing storm related, fallen
trees.
During its demolition several
concrete blocks were found at the base,
placed there over 25 years ago
presumably to add support.
Tree
cables had also been installed for
safety and protection.
The age of the tree corresponds to
the estimated age of the original house
on the site of Maple Grove. The
structure is believed built in the early
1870’s prior to the Shuford family
occupancy, and served as a temporary
residence prior to construction of the
Italianate style house in 1883.
The storm last Fall, which produced
tornadoes and high winds, toppled trees
throughout the region. HLS properties
fared remarkably well compared to
other homes and businesses in Hickory.
The Propst House was not damaged,
although several trees at Shuford Park
needed to be removed. The same was
true at Ivey Arboretum (Sally Fox Park),
where the Parsonage was not affected,
and at Houk’s Chapel.
The historic Boy Scout
Cabin in Geitner Park
sustained
minimal
damage from two large
fallen tree limbs. Luck
was on its side.

Exhibit Reception
Scheduled for Feb. 8
The Hickory Landmarks Society’s
exhibit commemorating the first fifty years
of the organization Is now on display at
the Hickory Museum of Art. Beginning
with the origin story in 1967-68, the
exhibit highlights achievements from each
decade under headings such as: “Survive
and Advance—The 80’s” and “Prosperity,
Then Recession - The 00’s.”
On
display
through April 8,
t he
e xh ib it
features works
of art from the
collection
of
H i c k o r y
Landmarks
Society. Maple
Grove, Propst
House
and
Houk’s Chapel
have long been
f a v o r i t e
subjects
of
local artists and advertising mediums. An
exciting addition to the exhibit is a video
of the 1970 move of the Propst House,
and the original, restored Propst family
store ledger. An opening reception and
talk will be held on Thursday, Feb. 8 at
7pm.

Dunkin’ Donuts Features
Preservation Exhibit
A new Dunkin’ Donuts restaurant has
opened in Hickory. HLS has partnered
with HARA Foodservice Group, LLC to
install a gallery exhibit in the new store’s
Community Room.
It features early
scenes of Hickory and its buildings, along
with images Hickory Landmarks Society
properties. The restaurant is located at
1430 2nd Ave. NW, behind the
McDonald’s restaurant on highway #321.
(Continued on page 3)

Message From
The Executive Director
Tribute To An Educator: Betty Sherrill
(1928-2017)
A dear, dear friend of the Hickory Landmarks
Society passed away November 19. Betty Jean
Pearson Sherrill left us, and is now traveling that
Eternity road. In my column last Fall I wrote of
the loss of a former Landmarks director, but
never in my mind was I expecting to write another
eulogy so soon. Betty is someone I have known
for 22 years, someone who had given so much of
her time and devotion to the Hickory Landmarks
Society that we would be remiss not to remember
in some way. But, oh, where to begin? I will start with her
passion…..education.
At a Saint Andrews church memorial service, her daughter June
spoke of Betty’s love for children. That passion is where it began with
HLS. We are an educational institution. We teach, just in a different
way from those elementary schools she taught as a career
professional. Betty enhanced the way we teach in a profound way.
Once retired, she found a niche here, continuing to serve children
and the visiting public. As a founder of our Heritage Days at Maple
Grove in the mid-90’s she helped educate over 25,000 fourth
graders whose teachers brought them here over the years. As a cofounder of our Docent Guild with the late Barbara Miller, Betty helped
Leslie and I to train many new docent guides over the years.
Teaching to teach. Historic preservation is difficult for a 9 or 10 year
old child to learn. Betty Sherrill mastered it.
But Betty’s volunteer work went far beyond that. She served as a
Board Director from 1997 to 2003 and from 2004 to 2010, helping
to shape policy during a period of tremendous growth by our
organization. She served on the Education Programs Committee for
many years, chaired the Docent Guild, and I can’t even calculate how
many of you she called to help volunteer for our Poinsettia Sale or the
Home & Garden Tour. Wherever Betty went, whatever her passions,
when she had a chance she recruited new volunteers. Many, but not
all, were retired teachers. Others helped in other ways. Volunteering
helps fulfill a need to help, and Betty recognized that. In 1996,
deservedly so, the Board of Directors recognized Betty as our
Volunteer of the Year.
Personally, I have many memories and stories of our times
together. Too many to write here, but I will leave you with one for
now. Once, Betty went to the Propst House one afternoon to serve as
a guide. She accidentally tripped the alarm. I drove over to see if
everything was okay. There was a Hickory City policeman who had
responded to the alarm….and there was Betty talking and joking with
him. “Mrs. Sherrill?”, he had asked. “Yes, and I know you too. You
were a student in my class.” All was well in the world, and Betty
proudly told that story several times. In the annals of our
organization’s 50 year history, we will forever remember one of our
best friends: Betty Sherrill.

Patrick Daily

short subjects
The United Arts Fund 2018 campaign has
begun. Funds raised are allocated to
nine non-profit arts and cultural
organizations, including an average 8.5%
to the Hickory Landmarks Society. It is
managed by the United Arts Council, with
help from volunteers, including HLS
Board members. Please give in support
of this important fundraising effort.
The 2017 Poinsettia Sale fundraiser at
Maple Grove was another success,
raising over $4,700 in net profits and
selling about 1,000 plants. HLS thanks
the 40 volunteers, including committee
members, who gave 385 hours of their
time. We will be back this November!
Since its restoration in 2009 Houk’s
Chapel has been the location for several
wedding ceremonies. We congratulate
Emily Johnson and Dalton Haden on their
November 18 marriage. Emily’s mother,
a Charlotte area artist, painted the
chapel and her work was used for the
cover of wedding invitations.

Volunteer and docent Delaine Walker is
currently working to sort and re-organize
the extensive research files at Maple
Grove and to compile a finding aid for the
collection. When complete this upgrade
will prove invaluable to researchers.

Dunkin’ Donuts

New and Renewing
Members
(Since November 15, 2017)

(Continued from Page 1)

Franchise partner and COO Roy Clark
is a New Englander who has
managed similar doughnut stores in
the Northeast with the community
room concept, and others have
featured similar displays. “We are
very excited about this exhibit. It
gives us a chance to expand our
audience and tell a picture story of
the importance of historic
preservation.”, said HLS director
Patrick Daily. A Grand Opening is
scheduled for February 10th at 10:00
am. Everyone is invited.

Donations
Dorothy Crouch
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dobbins
Hickory Woman’s Club
Lacey LeBlanc
Jack and Sarah Temple
TMA Franchise Systems
Network For Good

In Memory of
Betty Sherrill
Helen Baker
Beverly & Glenn Barger
Corinth Grief Share
Patrick & Donna Daily
Becky & Forrest Ferrell
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Mrs. Madeline Futrelle
Marilyn L. Futrelle
Kenneth & Arlinda Graham
Barbara Harris
Angie & Lanny Lambert
David & Kathy Ludwig
Jennifer Marquardt
Leslie & Betty Keller
Bill Oelkers
Kennie Shuford
Delaine Walker
Alice M. Watts

Grants
United Arts Council of Catawba County
Operating Support
The Hickory Rotary Club
Heritage Days

Benefactors
Wade Hampton Shuford, Jr. & Mr. &
Mrs. Wade Hampton III & Amanda
Sustainers
The George Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd L. George
Mary Shuford

Historic Landmark
for Sale
Colin Yoder House (1921)
111 Fifth Ave., NE.
The Craftsman style bungalow is
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places within the Claremont
High School Historic District.

Patron
Dr. & Mrs. Brian P. Hearon
Carol Moody Purcell
Carol Robinson
Sponsor
Dr. & Mrs. Roddy Barber
Anne Nixon Elliott
Clement & Mary Elizabeth Geitner
Katherine S. Newton
Alex & Nancy Shuford
Friend
Marcus Dagenhart
Paula S. FInegan
Sam & Linda Gorham
Douglas A. Sullivan
Jean Yoder
David & Nancy Zagaroli
Family
John & Karla Blakey
Richard & Marcia Boyd III
Jack & Carleen Crawford
Jenny & Joel Denny
Beth & John Keane
John & Lorraine Miller
Phil & Jean Paspa
Evita Smith & Michael Judd
Pete & Virginia Sobotkin
Julian & Terri Tkachuk
Kermit & Carol Turner
Danny & Sarah Wallace
Individual
Janet B. Adams
Carole B. Aderholdt
Leila B. Doughton
Susan Jarvis Goldstein
Marion Gwaltney
Kay Herman
Ellen Moretz
Nellie Pruitt
Danny Seaver
Rev. Edward J. Sheridan
Frances Stafford
E. Anne Starnes
Frances M. Syptak
David M. Todd

Recent
Acquisitions
Charles and Ann Henry of
Columbia, South Carolina recently
donated a set of 6 dining room
chairs to Hickory Landmarks
Society. Mr. Henry is the great great
grandson of Adolphus and Mary
Adelaide Shuford, descending from
their daughter Ella Shuford Johnston
and their granddaughter Adelaide
Johnston Henry. The chairs were
left to Mr. Henry by his grandmother
and he recalls them being used in
her home on 5th Ave. NE. There are
five side chairs and one armed chair
al of a Queen Anne crested back
design and appearing to date to the
mid to late 1800s.
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Upcoming Events,
Schedules
Feb. 8, 2018—
Exhibit Opening Reception and
Talk. Hickory Museum of Art
Feb. 16, 2018Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon, Maple Grove
April 5, 2018—
Docent Guild Meeting
April 7, 2018—
Ridgeview Public Library, Presentation by TTT author Leslie
Keller.
April 19-20, 2018—
Heritage Days at Maple Grove
May 19 , 2018—
Romance of the Home and
Garden Tour
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Philippe W. Gilissen
(1925-2017)
One of the original Founders and
Charter members of the Hickory
Landmarks Society passed away
August 4 in Hendersonville. Phillippe
W. Gilissen was born in Brussells,
Belgium and served in the Belgium
Underground during World War II. He
came to America in 1951 and studied
Architecture and Engineering at UCLA.
After arriving in Hickory with his wife
Alice, Phillippe opened an architect’s
office and designed numerous homes,
churches, manufacturing plants and
schools in Hickory and the region.
Mr. Gillissen’s work included
restoration projects, notably the 1883
J. Summie Propst House in 1972-73,
donating time and money to the
project. He was the architect for the
restoration of old Fort Defiance in
Happy Valley near Lenoir.
Fifty years ago, on April 3, 1967,
Frances Moody and a small group of
Hickory residents formed a “Hickory
Restoration Committee” and met to
discuss the feasibility of restoring the

Propst house.
Committee
members were: Philippe Gilissen,
Lauthe Campbell, Edna Barringer,
Leon Ivey, and Moody. Phillippe
served on the original Board of
Directors from 1968 to1973,
holding the office of Treasurer,
then returned in 1984 to serve as
President of HLS. His wife Alice
Gillissen, who also passed away
recently, served as Secretary from
1968 to 1972.
On November 6, 2003,
Executive Director Patrick Daily
invited Phillippe Gillissen to speak
at the Propst House museum
during the Guild’s meeting.
Gillissen spoke for approximately
45 minutes about the saving of the
Propst House, its move to
Oakwood, and role he played in its
preservation.
The presentation
was audio recorded.
It was
digitized in 2016 and will be
available for listening on the HLS
web site this Spring.

