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HLS Acquires Maple Grove Lots
Shuford Family Gift Helps Protect Historic Site
Hickory Landmarks Society, as well as a
buffer for any future neighborhood
development. “We are so excited to be the
recipient of the Shuford family’s generosity”,
said HLS Executive Director Patrick Daily.
“This planned gift seemed a natural one to
them, and to us. It reflects their continuing
support of our work. We are very grateful.”
Maple Grove was originally established
as a dairy by Adolphus L. Shuford (18321885), who purchased and merged several
(Continued on Page 5)

South Lot Adjacent to HLS Duplex

The Hickory Landmarks Society has received a charitable
donation of two tracts of land adjacent to historic Maple Grove on
2nd St. NE in Hickory. The parcels, totaling 1.05 acres, were given
by Mr. and Mrs. Wade Hampton Shuford of Hickory. They were
officially deeded in August to HLS by Mr. Shuford. The land will be
used for continuing education and mission-related purposes by the

Joanne Shuford
(1929-2013)
Joanne Shuford, long time supporter and friend of the Hickory Landmarks
Society passed away on May 31 at Frye Regional Medical Center. Born
March 28, 1929, to the late William Cordell White and Opal Potter White in
Salem, Va., the family moved to Bryson City and Asheville before settling in
Hickory. She graduated from Salem College in 1951 with a degree in Home
Economics.
Joanne was very active with Hickory Landmarks Society, working tirelessly
to help preserve historic homes and the heritage of Hickory and the region.
She and her husband Wade Hampton Shuford, Jr. were honored last
November for those efforts by HLS. She was an avid and faithful supporter
and alumus of Salem College (Winston-Salem), and was recognized by them
for her major part in the renovation and preservation of the 18 th c. Single
Sister's House. She shared so much support and love with her family and
friends and will be greatly missed.

HLS Holds Annual
Membership Meeting
Hickory Landmarks Society recently held
its 46th Annual Meeting. Members and
guests met at Paramount Classic Cars, a
vintage car museum in the former Clayton
Marcus furniture building. Members and
(Continued on Page 4)

Message From
The Executive Director
Reminiscences on a Southern Lady
It was not long after their return from Virginia in 1984 when Joanne Shuford
and her husband Hamp became re-acquainted with Maple Grove and the Hickory Landmarks Society. As a young man growing up across the road on Fifth
Avenue, Wade Hampton Shuford Jr. (“Hamp” as so many people fondly know
him) spent plenty of time here around his grandparents’ house we call Maple
Grove. It was then owned by the Boyd family. In 1970 Hamp’s mother, following the wishes of his recently deceased father Wade Hampton Shuford Sr.,
arranged for the contribution that made possible the purchase of Maple Grove
by the Hickory Landmarks Society.
Joanne immediately immersed herself in the inner workings, mission activities, policy making and non-profit corporate service to our organization:
(including 9 years as a Board Director, Recording Secretary (1984-1986) and
1st Vice President (1986-1988). In 1994 she became one of only four people
to be honored as Trustee Emeritus by the Hickory Landmarks Society. Current
and older records show an amazing amount of volunteer service. Maple Grove
became a part of Joanne’s life.
My acquaintance with Joanne Shuford began almost immediately upon arrival here as executive director of the Hickory Landmarks Society in 1996. Together with Hamp, and with the late Adrian Shuford and his wife Dorothy, they
hosted a welcoming dinner for Donna and me. All were rightly curious to know
who these new people were, asking how I would lead HLS into the future.
Turns out I could immediately “connect” with Joanne, since both of us couples
lived and worked in Virginia simultaneously. For my part, I immediately recognized a truly Southern lady. After all I married one, from Texas.
In April of 1996 the third Heritage Days at Maple Grove event for school
children came along. There was Joanne, always smiling, in her bright blue,
ruffled ante-bellum (or was it colonial?) style costume, helping with living history interpretation. Since its inception in 1994, Joanne and Hamp have portrayed Mr. & Mrs. Adolphus Shuford in costume, telling the story of the way it
was here at Maple Grove in the 1800’s. All told over 20,000 fourth grade students were educated and entertained during those years. She helped make
Heritage Days what it is today. That handmade costume is now a part of our
permanent museum collection, having been recently donated to HLS by Mr.
Shuford.
Joanne (together with Hamp) was among the best supporters of our educational programs and fundraising events. She had been a docent guide since
the 1980’s when our museum interpretive programs were just beginning, giving tours to countless visitors to Maple Grove. I nearly always saw her at our
home and garden tours, Christmas open houses, lectures, book sponsorship
events, symposia, annual meetings, historic sites bus tours, and of course our
annual Victorian Dinners.
For 25 years Joanne and Hamp have been underwriting the cost of grounds
keeping here. Grass cutting, seeding, tree and hedge pruning, plantings,
blowing leaves from these tremendous trees, all of this and more. As most of
you know maintaining grounds is expensive and I can easily say that tens of
thousands of dollars over these years were donated to the Hickory Landmarks
Society for this purpose. I cannot tell you how many times Joanne would quietly arrive at Maple Grove, walking around by herself to see how things looked.
We had a lawn care service that she helped select, and made sure they were
providing the services we needed. Without a doubt we owe the beauty of the
grounds of Maple Grove and the preservation of the Shuford ancestral home
to the leadership, stewardship, generosity of Joanne and Hamp Shuford.
If you can read this up in heaven Joanne, know that we will continue to work
hard and manage. Your memory and your spirit lives on here.

Patrick Daily
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Mission Statement
The Mission of the
Hickory Landmarks Society
is to serve the Hickory region by leading
in the protection of historically or
architecturally significant neighborhoods,
individual landmarks and traditions.
We do this through education, advocacy,
property management, and ensuring
responsible historic preservation as part of
community growth.

Membership Drive
Begins!
The Hickory Landmarks Society recently kicked off its annual membership
drive, which runs from September 15 –
October 14. Coordinating this year’s drive
is Membership Committee Chair Bob
Walker.
The Hickory Landmarks Society is the
one and only organization in our city
whose purpose is to lead the community
in the protection of historically and architecturally significant neighborhoods, landmarks and cultural traditions. Founded in
1968, HLS continues to be at the forefront of historic preservation efforts in
Hickory. Numerous century-old buildings
owe their survival to the Hickory Landmarks Society. Countless property owners
have benefited from technical advice,
advocacy efforts, and preservation education programs.
Hickory Landmarks Society owns and
operates Maple Grove, the oldest standing frame house in Hickory, and the J.
Summie Propst House, one of the most
architecturally unique houses in the city.
Both are restored to their original glory
and are open to the public. Each year area
school children tour Propst House and
nearly 1200 fourth graders enjoy spring
Heritage Days at Maple Grove. Both
events are free of charge and provide an
incomparable opportunity for the students
to learn about life in Catawba County in
the late 19th Century. Houk’s Chapel, an
1888 frame chapel in Fairview Cemetery
is the most recent addition to the sites
owned by the organization. HLS also actively collects and maintains an archive of
materials pertaining to the history of the
area, which is accessible for public use.
The organization depends on support
from the community in order to maintain
its properties, educate young people, and
provide quality programming. Plans for
the coming year feature a bus trip to High
Point, the 34th annual poinsettia sale,
and the Romance of the Home and Garden tour in the spring of 2014. Membership benefits include discount merchandise, a quarterly newsletter & other mailings full of preservation-related news you
can use, and more.
Membership levels begin at $25. For
more information about membership in
the Hickory Landmarks Society or its programs, contact HLS at 322-4731.
Hickory Landmarks Society is a funded
affiliate of the United Arts Council of Catawba County.

New HLS Publication To Be Released
Book Signing at Maple Grove November 17.

The Hickory Landmarks Society’s fourth
publication, a children’s book, will be
released to the public in early November.
Nora And the Maple Grove Dairy: Growing
Up In 19th c. Hickory, North Carolina is a
fact-based fictional story of a child in 19th
century Hickory Tavern, written by the late
Jeanie Sullivan, former educator and
museum guide, and illustrated by artist
Robert Winter. The 66-page bi-lingual
book is being published posthumously by
the Hickory Landmarks Society. It is a
second of a trilogy surrounding the early
life of Maple Grove resident Nora Shuford.
Nora and the Maple Grove Dairy will be
sold at Maple Grove museum and
selected stores in the Hickory region. A
limited number of copies were printed.
The project is funded in part by a grant
from the United Arts Council of Catawba
County through the North Carolina Arts
Council, with funding from the State of
North Carolina and the National
Endowment for the Arts, by contributions
and with HLS revolving book funds. The
publication is being offered as a special
membership promotion this Fall. Retail
price for non-members is expected to be
$15.
“We are excited about this book
because of the people who helped make
it happen”, said Patrick Daily, Executive
Director. “It started with an idea and a
dream back in 2007. I wish Jeanie could
still be here to see her works finished.
Maybe she is here.” Mrs. Sullivan, a
former Board member of HLS, was serving

as Docent Guild Coordinator when she
passed away months before publication
of the first book, Nora’s Dream.
Nora Shuford (1875-1966) was one
of twelve children of Adolphus Lafayette
and Mary Adelaide Lindsay Shuford.
She was born in Hickory Tavern. In
1883 she moved with her family to
Maple Grove, a farmstead on the
outskirts of Hickory. As a teenager, Nora
attended nearby Claremont Female
College. After her marriage to William
Self, the couple lived in Lenoir. She is
buried at Oakwood Cemetery. The book
is designed for children in the 2nd – 4th
grade levels. It tells the story of young
Nora as she shares her love for the
famous Jersey cattle that were part of
the earliest development of dairy farms
in North Carolina .
Dr. Robert Winter, professor emeritus
of art at Lenoir-Rhyne University in
Hickory, created the many unique color
illustrations used in Nora’s and the
Maple Grove Dairy and Nora’s Dream.
In addition, he contributed expertise in
the Spanish language translation. Dr.
Winter and Jeanie’s husband Douglas
Sullivan will be on hand at Maple Grove
to sign books on Sunday afternoon,
November 17 from 1:30 until 4:30 pm.

Your 2013 Special Membership
Offer!
(available November 17)

Nora and the
Maple Grove Dairy

Growing Up in 19th c. Hickory
by Jeanie Sullivan
illustrated by Robert Winter
32 pp, softcover book- $15.00 retail
© 2013 by the Hickory Landmarks Society
A fact based, fictional story of young
Nora Shuford, daughter of a prominent
pioneer family in Hickory Tavern.
Combined English/Spanish narratives
New Members: Free
Membership Level Upgrade: Free
Current members: Discount according to
membership level.

Annual Membership Meeting
(Continued from Page 1)

guests enjoyed a tour of the museum.
Owner Benny Yount was commended for
his adaptive reuse of a historic building.
A featured part of the event was the
presentation of annual awards. Three
Preservation Awards were given this
year. In the Residential Category an
award went to Angela Beaver Simmons
for the preservation of the 1938
Whisnant House. In the category of
Commercial Structure awards went to
Mike Kelly, Jr. and the Hickory Real
Estate Group for the commercial
adaptation of the (1886) William Wilfong
House and to Hollar Hosiery Landlord
corporation for the rehabilitation of the
(1930’s) Hollar Hosiery Mills.
The 2013 Frances Moody Volunteer of
the Year Award for outstanding service
went to Robert Spuller. Bob served on
the planning committee for the Shuford
Tribute dinner in 2012. He serves as a
docent at Propst House and volunteers
at Maple Grove for Heritage Days. He
also helps with mailings and has
delivered poinsettias. Bob and his wife
Alice are longtime members and
supporters of Hickory Landmarks
Society’s programs.
The Hickory Landmarks Society Board
of Directors also named new members
for 2013-2014. Joining the Board for a
3-year term are Robert Rowe, Robert
Walker, Albert Keiser, Jr., Lanny Huffman
and Jean Hefner. Betty Petersen joins
the Board to complete a 2-year term.
Monty Matthews was re-elected to a
second term on the Board.
Outgoing President Sam Hunt
expressed thanks to departing Board
members
Kennie Shuford, Shirley
Burton, Jennifer Helton and Barbara
Herman for their services. Mr. Hunt also
departed as a Board Director. Officers
for 2013-14 are: Monty Matthews,
President; Werner Schulz, Vice President;
Carlene Crawford, Secretary, Jim
Gregory, Treasurer; and Sam Hunt, Ex
Officio, Past President.
HLS Executive Director Patrick Daily
presented his annual report to the
membership, noting the successful
restoration of the Boy Scout Cabin in
Rotary Park, and ongoing efforts to save
the Piedmont Wagon building and the
John Eckard House. HLS also made an
unsuccessful effort to save the Henry
Link house. Two upcoming projects were
announced: the restoration of the pantry
at Maple Grove and a second children’s
(Continued on Page 5)

Annual Membership
Meeting
(Continued from Page 4)

book based on writings by the late
Jeannie Sullivan.
Daily thanked members for their
“strong” support, reporting that the
membership level remains steady
despite the economy.
He also
recognized all of the Society’s
committees and chairpersons.
In
conclusion, Daily recognized the loss of
a wonderful supporter of HLS, Joanne
Shuford and announced the
establishment of an education fund in
her memory (see next page).

(Photographs on page 4: left to right—top
to bottom ) :
Robert Spuller, Frances Moody Volunteer
of the Year
Guests enjoy the presentation of accomplishments for the past fiscal year at the
annual meeting.
Preservation Award Winners:
Residential Award: Angela Beaver Simmons accepting for the 1938 Whisnant
House.
Commercial Award: Mike Kelly Jr. of the
Hickory Real Estate Group accepting for
the for the William Wilfong House.
Commercial Award: Clay Neill of the Hollar
Hosiery Landlord Corporation accepting for
the 1930s Hollar Hosiery Mill.

Shuford Lots
(Continued from Page 1)

lots to build the 70-acre farm. He built
the Italianate style, Maple Grove house
in 1883 and moved his family here.
Over the years, as the property was
subdivided, the two donated lots were
retained by his descendants. Wade
Hampton Shuford, Jr. is a grandson of
Adolphus. HLS acquired the main house
and lot in 1970 for historic preservation
purposes and currently manages it as
both a historic house museum and
corporate office.
Wooded Lot North of Maple Grove

Collections Inventory Project Well Underway
Last summer HLS undertook an
extensive project to photograph all
objects in our museum collection and to
organize, inventory and store the
records of the Crouch Lumber
Company. The project was made
possible by a Projects Pool grant from
the United Arts Council of Catawba
County, with matching money from HLS
and a generous contribution from the
Crouch family.
From July 6 to August 24, three and
four days a week, a photography crew
provided by Jim Gregory, volunteer
consultant, documented the collections
at all of the HLS sites - Houk’s Chapel,
Propst House, off- site storage and
Maple Grove. HLS now has 2953
professional images of our collection
objects that make each piece look like a
work of art – from high style furniture to
our taxidermy weasel.
Objects were rediscovered in the
collection such as a ledger from Propst
and Sons general store. Dating from
1872 to 1878 and inscribed Hickory,
the ledger contains early drawings of
the Propst House tower. We plan to
consult a specialist about conservation
and display of the book.
The eventual goal is to publish
information and images of the
collections online as part of our website
in the future. The project will be
ongoing as we will continue to
photograph new acquisitions annually.
Hickory Landmarks Society received
the business records of Crouch Lumber
Co. when the family sold the business in
2007. Crouch’s was the premier home

builder in Hickory from the early 1900s
until the 1970s. The collection of
records was massive and stored in
several locations with only a basic
inventory.
With the help of Mr.
Gregory’s team HLS has now moved
almost everything to Maple Grove,
including 636 blueprints from the
home of Mrs. Dorothy Crouch. There
are 371 contracts, including a 1915
contract to build P.A. Atwood a 1-story
home with 4 rooms and 2 porches for
$800. Also inventoried were 390 job
files, 438 job books and ephemera. All
items have been inventoried and
organized and stored in archivally
appropriate containers. There is more
work to do in preparation for a catalog
of the collection based in a database
already begun by Charlie Crouch, son
of the late owner Conrad Crouch.
The crew put in a total of more than
500 hours on this project. Jim Gregory
supervised photography, Leslie Keller
supervised object handling, Patrick
Daily spent time in planning and
supervision, easily doubling the hours
devoted to this project.
Special thanks to the following
individuals for their work: Consultant,
Jim Gregory, Photographer Aron
Sigmon, Photography Assistants
Stephanie Simmons and Bethany
Myer: and to curatorial assistants Alex
Lomax, Chuck Simmons, Denzel
Dillingham and Darrin Sherrill, Ashely
Deitz, Christina Deitrich, Pai Tailele.
In August the photography team
returned to photograph items acquired
over the past year and
items
discovered since last summer.

Recent Donations and Memberships
Renewing Members
May 8, 2013– Sept. 17,2013
Patron
Becky and Forest Ferrell
David and Kathy Ludwig
Bill Oelkers
Bob and Alice Spuller

Sponsor
Albert Keiser, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vollinger

Friend
Dr. and Mrs. T.W. Brooks III
Patrick and Donna Daily

Family
Monty and Suzie Matthews
John R. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Showfety

Individual

Annual Campaign
Glenn and Beverly Barger
Beaver Family Foundation
Carolyn Williams Bauerlein
W.M. Cramer Lumber Co.
Sadie Dunn
J.C. Epting
George Foundation
Chuck and Deda Helms
Barbara A. Herman
Melissa and Erik Jordan
William W. McComb, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Mills
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Moretz
Pauline Shook
Ernie and Cindy Sills
Fan and Skipper Smith
Elaine Zerden

Grants
United Arts Council of
Catawba Valley

Edrys Ashman
Jeanie Viars

Unrestricted Donations

United Arts Fund –Operating Allocation
Staff Development Grant
Projects Pool Grant supporting new
publication

Completed Doorway Restoration at Maple Grove.

Charity Chase
Hickory Tavern Chapter -Daughters of the
American Revolution

In Memory of Joanne Shuford

Memorial Gifts

Angela Simmons

In Memory of Harriett Houser

Restricted Donations

Patrick and Donna Daily
Betty Sherrill

Heritage Days
Hickory Rotary Club
Target

In Memory of Carolyn Isenhower
Nancy WIlfong

Joanne Shuford Education Fund
In recognition of Joanne Shuford (1929-2013), her over 30-year service and
contributions, and her love of historic preservation education, the Hickory
Landmarks Society Board of Directors established a restricted fund dedicated to
providing income in support of annual education programs sponsored by HLS.
The Joanne Shuford Education Fund was established by the Board of Directors
on June 11, 2013. The nucleus of this Fund consists of donations in memory of
the late Joanne Shuford. Donors may continue to give to increase the fund’s value
at any time.
Only earnings from the Fund will be used to support the cost of providing historic
preservation education programs. Contributions become principal and are not
available for disbursement unless more than 90% of the Board of Directors vote in
favor. The principal may be combined with other HLS funds to maximize the
earned income generated through investments.

Rev. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Barden
Bruce and Becky Beerbower
Douglas and Shirley Burton
Dr. and Mrs. Grimes Byerly
Patrick and Donna Daily
Charles D. Dixon
J.C. Epting
Catherine Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Francis
Clem and Mary Elizabeth Geitner
Kenneth and Arlinda Graham
Dr. Richard and Olivia Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Holsten
Charles and Judy Ingold
Willie Mae Ingold
Hickory Kiwanis Club
Lois G. Long
Kathy and David Ludwig
Mr. and Mrs. B.N. Martin
Mrs. Marjorie McDaniel
Jeff and Patti Mitchell
Bill Oelkers
Clarence and Joyce Pugh
Rev. and Mrs. Banks D. Shepherd
Betty Sherrill
Steve and Kennie Shuford
Patricia Wilfong-Triplett
Nancy J. Wilfong
Charles and Nancy Willingham
Karl and Carol Wolfe

Maple Grove Doorway Restored
The Hickory Landmarks Society
recently completed another phase of
the interior restoration of Maple Grove.
A combination doorway entrance and
mini-hall connecting the earliest part of
Maple Grove’s dining area and kitchen
has been restored to its 1895
appearance. The project, begun last
year, involved the reconstruction of a
door to the early kitchen room and
restoring the original front entrance
door to the original 1870’s house that
existed during Adolphus Shuford’s
construction of the adjacent, Italianate
style house in 1883. The project was
managed by Executive Director Patrick
Daily and worked by Carpenter and
Maple Grove restoration specialist
Wayne Bowman, with special
assistance from Curator of Collections
Leslie Keller.
A 1990’s restoration
study by the preservation consulting
firm of Black and Black was used for
documentation and authenticity.
History: Maple Grove had undergone
numerous changes, made by the Boyd
family during their residency from 1912-

1970. Among those were renovations
to the original, 1870’s house that
existed on the property when it was
purchased by Adolphus Shuford (18321885).
Shuford built the 1883
Italianate style house next to this
building, but the buildings were not
connected until the early 20th century,
when new owners Richard and Hattie
Boyd moved in.
Among those
changes was door removal and sealing
of the original North entrance doorway.
Shelving and a 4 pane window were
installed in its place. The door survived,
believed to be re-installed elsewhere,
and then re-installed as a basement
door ca. 1940. It was restored, stripped
of layers of paint, repainted its original
color, and re-installed in its original
location. A Shuford era cabinet across
from the door was preserved. Inside
was discovered a section of the original
1870’s baseboard that no longer exists
anywhere else in the house. Prussian
blue paint, matching the original 19th c.
coat, covers most of the restored
doorway walls.

short subjects
HLS was one of 15 charities to
participate as volunteers for the annual
Hickory Charity Chase marathon in
June. The Catawba Valley Rotary Club
is now managing the annual event.
Thanks to HLS “cheerleader” volunteers
Glenn Barger, Carleen Crawford, Patricia
Hatch, Sam Hunt, Lee Roseboro, Shirley and
Doug Burton, Randy Galluzi, Evan Daily, and
Rebekkah Morse (& Michaela, Samuel, and
Erika)
$843.35 was raised to help
underwrite Heritage Days 2014 at
Maple Grove. If you would like to
volunteer next year, contact HLS. 100%
fun and rewarding.
Good news! The 1908 John Eckerd
House on Third St, SE has sold. We
welcome new owners and residents
Edwin and Carol Dennis to their historic
landmark. HLS is proud to have played
a role in its preservation.

Twenty-Five Years Ago in Landmarkings
A continuing series in tribute to the history of The Hickory Landmarks Society,
including the people, events and accomplishments that have helped it to grow.
The following was published in the November 1988 issue.

Tommy Stine Does A Watercolor For Book
Special thanks go out from Hickory Landmarks Society to Tommy Stine for his generous
contribution of the watercolor painting of downtown Hickory at the turn of the century
which graces the cover of From Tavern to Town. This joint publication of HLS and the
Historic Properties Commission will soon be delivered to those of you who have already
ordered it. But if you haven’t yet placed your order, please do so soon, by calling HLS at
322-4731. You don’t want to miss out on this terrific look at the historic homes and buildings of Hickory.

This summer, a new and improved
wireless security alarm System was
installed in the Prost House museum.
Special thanks to Deal’s Electronics of
Hickory for their contribution of
installation services.
The Hickory Landmarks Society Docent
Guild met at Maple Grove on September
5. A presentation of a c. 1987 video
(VHS converted to DVD) featuring a
guided tour of Maple Grove by the late
Adelaide Shuford was given.
HLS Administrative Assistant and
Curator of Collections Leslie Keller was
recently elected to the Advisory Board of
the Federation of North Carolina
Historical Societies. Congratulations,
Leslie.
HLS Executive Director Patrick Daily
recent ly com plet ed a m us eum
assessment survey at a South Carolina
museum, serving as a consultant for the
American Alliance of Museums in
Washington DC.
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Upcoming Events,
Schedules
September 15—October 14,
2013—
Membership Campaign
November 7, 2013—
Docent Guild Meeting
November 17, 2013—
Book Signing at Maple Grove
November 28-29 2013—
Offices Closed
November 30—December 18,
2013Poinsettia Sale

Fresh Paint for Houk’s Chapel (1893). A Happy Church Again!

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Hickory, N.C.
Permit No. 129

