
 

27th Annual 

Romance of the Home and Garden Tour 

Hickory, North Carolina 
 

 

Saturday, May 21, 2022 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

 

Featuring Self-Guided tours of 8 properties, including homes, gardens, 

and a restaurant open for your enjoyment.  
  

 

Cost: $30.00 per person in advance  

$35.00 per person day of the event. 
 

Tickets Are on Sale Now @ www.hickorylandmarks.org 
 

 

Other Tickets Sales Locations: 

*Jenny’s Gifts & Accessories 

436 Main Ave., NW 
 

*The Sally Company 

323 2nd St., NW 
 

*Bottega 

262 1st Ave., NW 
 

*Lowe’s Foods – Viewmont 

260 14th Ave. NE 
 

*Adrienne’s –  Viewmont 

1001 2nd Street, NE 
 

*Bumblebees Interiors 

2945 North Center Street 
 

*The Jewelry Exchange (2 locations) 

2611 N. Center Street 

2213 US Highway 70 SE 
  

Same Day Tour Tickets: $35.00 per person all day. Available at any Tour Site location.  

  

 

 

 

 



The Sites:  

 
 

1. Joiner Garden 

120 6th St. NW 

Owners: Lesa and Stephen Joiner 

 

  

This modern take on the traditional cottage was designed and built by local architect 

Scott Mitchell in 1986. Stephen and Lesa Joiner purchased the property in 1999 and have 

spent more than two decades enveloping the .260 acre property in a beautiful cottage 

style garden. A delicate white jasmine vine grows on the pergola over the garage and 

when in bloom it vies with the established cedar tree to provide a lovely scent. The 

garden has been an evolution, starting with original trees such as the crepe myrtle. Along 

the left (north) boundary of the house is a split rail fence installed by Lesa’s father. The 

northwest corner is graced by a Japanese Maple that is a recent replacement. Climbing 

roses cover the fence as it proceeds to the enclosed garden. Lilies and other perennials 

grow along the fence.  

  

Once inside the gate, the garden is private and surprisingly quiet. A mixture of shrubs, 

perennials and ground cover, it is anchored by an enormous birch tree and an original 

Star Magnolia. A row of Cypress trees along the rear border provide a visual and sound 

barrier. Color is enhanced by annuals and a variety of structural projects, including a 

garden shed and a swing under an arbor. Notice the tribute to the Joiner’s alma mater, the 

University of Illinois and the nod to their daughter being a Hickory High School Red 

Tornado. The family enjoys relaxing in the summer on the deck with its firepit.  Lighting 

was installed last year to provide more time to enjoy the results of hard work. Continuing 

around the south side of the house, the plantings complement newly installed wooden 

fencing replicating the north property line.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.  Dr. Henry H. Menzies House                

614 Second Avenue, NW 

Owners: Kevin and Jenny Parker 

 

  

On April 2, 1931 a permit was issued to Dr. H.H. Menzies to build a $10,000 home in 

Ellis Park.  The contract was let to H.C. (Henry Clayton) Cline.”  Dr. Henry H. Menzies 

(1896-1964) was a son of William B. Menzies, a prominent Hickory businessman and 

early settler.  The impressive two-story Colonial Revival house has a five-bay façade and 

is clad in a Flemish-bond brick veneer.  Its features include corner brick quoins; three 

round-arched, symmetrically placed dormers; a narrow cornice with modillion blocks and 

dentils; and a side porch.  A round, one-story entrance portico has a dentiled cornice and 

Corinthian pilasters and columns capped with composite Corinthian and Ionic capitals.  

The center entrance is flanked by sidelights and an elliptical fanlight, both of which have 

leaded glass. The side-screened porch has a dentiled cornice and the same composite 

capitaled Corinthian columns.  Two-story gabled and flat-roofed wings to the rear are 

original, but a large one-story, L-shaped wing and a detached two-story garage are recent 

additions. 

In 1945 the house was sold to Hugh P. and Adele K. Williams and remained in the family 

until the 1970s. Williams was the Manager of the local Coca-Cola Bottling Company. 

Current owners, Kevin and Jenny Parker purchased the house in 2009 from Dr. Michael 

and Roberta Dickinson. The Parkers carried out extensive rehabilitation in 2019. Multiple 

additions over the years had created small rooms which needed to be unified to provide 

better flow and make the house more family friendly. Original fixtures and woodwork 

were maintained where possible and replicated where necessary. The grand entry has its 

original chandelier and the parlor to the left a lovely original mantel featuring a pastoral 

landscape. The rooms are given color with a Chinoiserie theme while keeping clean, 

neutral walls for artwork. Arched built-ins in the library were replicated to complete the 

room. The family room is a 1970 addition to which the Parkers added hardwood floors to 

match the rest of the house. They also added French doors which open onto a small 

garden space. Two rooms were combined to create the current kitchen and a seating area 

with home office and a fireplace was added. Visitors are welcome to view the upstairs 

bedrooms, but please respect roped off spaces. In total the house has just over 5200 

square feet of living space.  
  

  

 

 

 



3. James E. Biggs House 

750 8th Street Drive, NW 

Owners: William and Janice Starnes 

  

                
A contract was signed with M.G. Crouch Lumber Company on October 15, 1959 for the 

construction of a new residence for Jim and Ellen Biggs. Mr. Biggs was a structural 

engineer with the firm of Abee and Biggs who designed the Mid-Century Modern 

masterpiece. As a member of the building community, Biggs chose to source some of the 

materials for the house on his own and signed the contract with Crouch’s for cost plus a 

flat fee of $1,000 instead of the lump sum bid they had proposed for $22,510. A “job 

book” shows that building materials began to arrive on October 23, 1959 and the 

finishing touches, such as handrail brackets, were delivered June 20, 1960. The house 

was built on Lot #15 of Oakwood Terrace #2, a part of the J.W. Starnes Estate. The Biggs 

sold the house in 1968 and there have been a number of owners over the years who have 

faithfully maintained the original character of the house. A remodel was completed in 

2018 just before purchase by the Starnes. 

  

The house is very open, light and linear, and features glass and hardwoods – all 

modernist characteristics. It has an Asian aesthetic throughout with the design of sliding 

Shoji doors repeated in the cabinetry and a neutral wall palette. The 2018 remodeled 

completely updated the kitchen. With just over 2700 square feet of living space, the 

house is two-story with a finished basement. The Starnes have furnished with mid-

century pieces and created a home theater in the basement. A multi-level deck overlooks 

the garden, which slopes sharply down to a pagoda-inspired gazebo and footbridge.  
      

4. Community Garden at Civitan Park 

460 17th Avenue, NE 

Owners: City of Hickory 

  

Almost a decade ago the City of Hickory utilized 

grant funding to repurpose an unused football field 

as a Community Garden. Today there are 

approximately fifty 10 x 10 plots available for use 

by the community. The plots are rented annually 

and there is an option for renters to chose to keep 

the same lot from year to year. Plots are maintained 

by a variety of people, from beginners to Master Gardeners. One of the wonderful things 

about the garden is that participants can learn from each other. They grow vegetables and 



flowers as desired and an effort is made to keep the gardens as organic as possible. A 

feature at the end of the plots is a tower for chimney swifts. 

  

Educational programming has been offered by the local Cooperative Extension agency 

and by the city’s gardening program for young people. Civic groups have maintained 

plots as have school groups like the 4H Club. The first plot inside the gate is a sharing 

plot. A basket is available for gardeners to leave items for exchange. Some of the civic 

groups have grown vegetables to donate to the Hickory Soup Kitchen and to the Corner 

Table in Newton. The city maintains another community garden in Ridgeview near 

Brown Penn Gymnasium.  
  
  

5. Gerard Madan House 

556 3rd St. NE 

Owners: Tiffany and Grant Brittain 

 

  

This one and one-half story traditional cottage was built for Gerard and Jane Madan in 

1948-49 and expanded in 1954. It was built in the new subdivision called Combford Park. 

Gerard Madan was a local photographer who specialized in furniture photography. The 

Madans owned the house until 1990. Current owners Grant and Tiffany Brittain 

purchased the property in 2004. The house has been occupied by only four families.  

  

Original plans and a job book from the Crouch Lumber Company collection reveal that 

the original part of the house was designed by architect Q.E. Herman and consisted of an 

entryway, living room and kitchen downstairs with two bedrooms and a bathroom 

upstairs. These rooms featured white pine paneling and select oak flooring. The 1954 

addition was designed by Mrs. Q.E. Herman with the assistance of her brother-in-law 

Walter Jones who was a structural engineer. For $5,200 Crouch Lumber company created 

a new kitchen and added a master suite and sunroom. The specs detail the reuse of 

casement windows from the earlier kitchen into the new addition and continuing the 

select oak flooring from the original house.  

  

The Brittains have done two major renovations to the house to create their own perfect 

family space while maintaining much of the original material. They expanded the porch 

by eliminating a mud room and added space to the master bath. A kitchen renovation 

lightened the room and replicated the original hardwood floors. The living room and 

dining room still feature the original, unpainted tongue and groove white pine paneling 

and the select oak flooring. In the dining room is the built-in corner cupboard from the 

original plans. Please enjoy the first floor and the outdoor patio.  The upstairs is still 



undergoing renovation. 
  

  

6. Aldis Claude Henderson House 

544 First Street NW 

Owners: Kyle and Erin Hogge 

  

 
This attractive, well detailed one-story, frame Craftsman bungalow was built for Aldis 

Claude Henderson (1890 – 1978) in 1927 according to his grandson. Henderson was 

president and treasurer of the Old Hickory Overall Company, which manufactured work 

pants, overalls, and shirts. “Old Hickory Overalls” were advertised at the “Best Made 

Southern Garment.”  Henderson was also a member of the Catawba County Board of 

Education for 19 years and the Hickory Board of Education for 15 years. He married a 

schoolteacher, the former Mary White. They raised their family in this house including a 

daughter who became a pediatrician.  

Henderson’s widow and heirs sold the house in 1993. Current owners Kyle and Erin 

Hogge purchased the house in 2017. 

  

The house features an asphalt-shingle clipped-gable roof, triangular purlin brackets and 

exposed rafter ends, brick façade chimney, gabled dormers, and replacement windows. 

An eyebrow eave supported by paired brackets shelters the singleleaf glazed-and-panel 

arched door, which is flanked by multi-pane sidelights. An inset porch at the northwest 

corner has been enclosed with large windows and wood knee walls.  

  

The Hogges have made significant changes to the layout of the interior while maintaining 

as many original features as possible. They renovated a small kitchen and breakfast nook 

to improve flow and make it more open, echoing original arched openings. The house 

features original hardwood floors and hardware. The décor makes the space open, airy 

and bright. A favorite space is the enclosed porch that is now an inviting sunroom. Please 

enjoy the downstairs of the house and exterior covered deck to the rear of the house. 

Landscape plans are in progress. 
  

  

 

 

 

 



7. Eugene Wiley Lentz House 

229 Third Street, NW 

Owners: Maxwell and Cameron Mauney 

  

 

The Eugene Wiley Lentz House is a two-story weatherboarded dwelling with a hipped 

roof, a hipped dormer, and a front porch across the three-bay façade with Tuscan 

columns, a turned balustrade, and a pedimented entrance bay.  The house was built 

between February 1913 and April 1919.  John Albert Lentz died on April 8, 1925 and left 

the house to his son Eugene Wiley “Pistol” Lentz (1882-1955).  Lentz originally worked 

in his father’s lumber plant and later was employed as a flagman by the Southern 

Railway for seven years.  In 1910 he became a member of the Hickory police force, 

serving as chief of the Hickory police department for thirty-five years until he retired in 

January of 1948.  His wife Blossom Bayless Lentz (1890-1993) lived to be 103.  On 

August 11, 2000, the house was sold out of the Lentz family for the first time. It was on 

the verge of condemnation and the new owners, Matt and Anna Parker, made major 

structural and systemic upgrades.   In 2001, they received a Historic Preservation Award 

from the Hickory Landmarks Society in the Residential category for their work to save 

the building.   

The property sold in 2005 and cosmetic and structural alterations were made to the 4400 

square foot house. A wall was removed to open the kitchen space and create a family 

dining area.  In the rear of the kitchen a window was removed and replaced with a door to 

the backyard.  The master bath was renovated, and a walk-in closet added.  

  

The house was purchased by the Mauneys in November of 2018. In February of 2019 

they moved out for six months to do major renovation. Environmental issues lead to 

failing plaster and during the repair they took the opportunity to add recessed overhead 

lighting and new fixtures. The kitchen was taken back to studs and dirt floor to correct a 

six-inch slope in the floor from front to back. New flooring was introduced. Interior 

colors have been lightened and brightened and modern comfortable furnishings 

complement the largely original interior.  Small coal burning fireplaces grace every room 

and much of the woodwork in the house is original or replicated from the original. One 

interesting feature of the master bedroom are the original pass-throughs to the adjoining 

room flanking the fireplace which have been closed off to create closet space. Upstairs 

are home offices and are closed for the tour. Please exit through the kitchen to view the 

outdoor living space and continue down the driveway to leave the property.  
  

 



8. Albert E. Abernethy House (aka The Vintage House) 

271 Third Avenue NW 

Owners: The Robert Lackey Family 

  

 
The Abernethy house is an unusual two-story frame dwelling with a clipped gable roof 

and wood-shingle exterior sheathing on the original structure.  A one-story addition 

extends from the south façade and extends around both sides of the house.  This addition 

contains casement windows with diamond-shaped muntins on either side of the recessed 

entrance which is flanked by Tuscan pilasters.  The pediment from the original entrance 

porch protrudes from the roof behind the new entrance.  

  

Albert E. Abernethy (1888-1962) built this house in 1915.  Abernethy was involved with 

two Abernethy family businesses, the Abernethy Hardware Company and the Abernethy 

Motor Company. On March 1, 1932, Robert Lee Bothwell (1889-1968), general manager 

of Elliott Knitting Mills and Lyerly Full Fashioned Mill, bought this home.  In 1946 he 

organized and opened the Bothwell Hosiery Mill in Newton, which he operated until his 

retirement in 1959.  After Bothwell’s death on December 3, 1968, this house was the 

residence of his second wife  Garcie George Prevette Bothwell (1916-1987), a staff 

librarian at Elbert Ivey Library. On March 2, 1981, Mrs. Bothwell sold this house to Burl 

W. Warren and his wife Glenda C. Warren.  Since 1983, the Vintage House restaurant 

has occupied this house under a number of owner/operators.  

  

Vintage House Real Estate, LLC purchased the building at the end of 2020 and 

completely remodeled. New paint, hardwood floors and bar, along with new kitchen 

equipment have given the restaurant a modern feel while maintaining the historic flavor  

the house. There are original mantels and moldings and a stained-glass feature in one of 

the dining rooms. They have also been able to reopen the upstairs of the building after 20 

years, to provide an area for private dining. The next phase of the plan is to create 

outdoor dining spaces with lovely landscaping. From 2 until 4 in the afternoon ticket 

holders can enjoy a complimentary signature cocktail on site.  

 

 

 

 

 



Featured Speaker: Michelle Bowers 
 

Michelle Bowers 

Creator and owner of  

“Old House Life”  

Website and Facebook page. 

  

 

 

Topic: The Story of “Old House Life”  
  

 
 

Location: A.A. Shuford House 

Time: 8:30am 
(Continental Breakfast 8am) 

 
Michelle Bowers says that “Old houses, full of character and charm, are my passion!” It 

is a lifelong passion shared by her mother and sister. In 2014, she created a Facebook 

page called “Abandoned Homes of North Carolina” as a tribute to her late sister. The 

page slowly morphed into something unplanned and unpredicted. It is now a hub for all 

things about old houses, from preservation, restoration, video tours, and sharing old 

house listings. It has also become a place for old house lovers to meet up and talk about a 

favorite subject. The page evolved into “Old House Life.”  

  

The website features historic house listings, including the deal of the day. It also lists 

historic B and B’s such as Sweet Tea Bed and Breakfast in Conover, one of the early 

listings on the site. One can also explore preservation news, education, and how-to 

videos. Michelle shares renovation projects, such as Sunshine Cottage, the ca. 1880 

Chaney House in Danville, Virginia. More than 700,000 followers on the Facebook page 

view listings, share ideas and the occasional source for restoration needs.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Sponsors: 

 
Hickory Furniture Mart 

Mosquito Authority 

Graystone Eye 

Turf Pro, Inc. 

Wells Fargo Advisors 

Allegra Print and Imaging 

Bumblebee Interiors 

Atlantic Garage Door Company 

Jewelry Exchange 

Salem Heritage 

 

 

Suggested Driving Route 
 

  

Note: The City of Hickory is divided into quadrants, with railroad tracks separating 

North and South and Center Street  (a.k.a. Rt. #127 separating East from West.  

When you see street signs with NE, NW, SE, and SW you have a general idea where 

you are!  This suggested route to follow is intended for your convenience.  This 

particular starting point is the A. A. Shuford House (534 3rd Avenue, NW).  You may 

choose to begin your tour at any location and at any time between 9 am and 4 pm.   

Yellow daffodil & tulip shaped directional signs are placed at selected points along 

the route.    

  

  

 
   

The 1904 A.A. Shuford House is also the venue for a complimentary breakfast and guest 

speaker between 8 am and 9 am.  The house is in Shuford Memorial Park and Garden at 

the corner of 3rd Avenue NW and 6th Street NW in the Oakwood Historic District. Parking 

is available in a small lot behind the house and along the east side of 6th Street NW. 

  
 

Site #1 the Joiner Garden at 120 6th Street NW and site #2 the Dr. Henry H. Menzies 

House at 614 2nd Avenue NW are an easy walk from the A.A. Shuford House and have 

limited parking.  From the front of the Shuford House carefully cross 3rd Avenue NW at 



the stoplight and continue across 2nd Avenue NW to the center of the block. #1 the 

Joiner Garden is on the left side of 6th Street NW. Walking back toward the Shuford 

House, #2 the Dr. Henry H. Menzies House is just west of 6th Street NW, on the north 

side of 2nd Avenue NW.  Should you need to drive there is limited parking along the west 

side of 6th Street NW on the block between 3rd Avenue NW and 2nd Avenue NW and the 

next block out to 1st Avenue NW. Be aware that 2nd Avenue NW is one-way going east 

and parking is not allowed on the roadway.  

 

Continue your tour by leaving the A.A. Shuford House, turn right out of the parking lot 

and proceed north on 6th Street NW. (If you have driven to the first two stops, make your 

way back to 6th Street NW and proceed north). Take the second left onto 6th Avenue NW 

just past Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. Take a right onto 8th Street Drive NW. #3 the 

James E. Biggs House at 750 8th Street Drive NW is ahead on the right.  

 

Leaving the Biggs House continue north on 8th Street Drive NW to the stop sign and turn 

neighborhood until you reach 6th Street NW. Turn left onto 6th Street NW and take a right 

onto 9th Avenue NW, continue driving east to Highway #127 (aka 2nd Street NE). Turn 

left onto Highway #127 and go north to a right at 14th Avenue NW (beside Starbucks). 

Turn left onto 5th Street NE and left onto 17th Avenue NE to reach #4 the Community 

Garden at Civitan Park at 460 17th Avenue NW. Turn left into the parking lot just 

across from the Ascension SDA Church.  
 

Return to 5th Street NE and turn right. Turn left at the second traffic signal to remain on 5th 

Street NE. Turn right onto 8th Avenue NE and take the last left before Hwy. 127 onto 3rd 

Street NE. #5 the Gerard H. Madan House at 556 3rd Street is on the left side of the 

street. Parking is limited on the street. Continue to 5th Avenue NE and turn right to find 

more street side parking on the north side of the street.  

  

Turn right onto 5th Avenue NW (or continue straight ahead if parked there). Cross 

Highway #127 (aka 2nd Street NE). Pass through the stop light at Frye Regional Medical 

Center and take a right turn onto 1st Street NW. #6 the Aldis Claude Henderson House 

at 544 1st Street NW is on the right side of the street. On street parking is available. 

  

Continue north on 1st Street NW to the first right at 6th Ave. NW and then turn right on 

Center Street. Follow Center Street past the front of Frye Regional Medical Center and 

turn right onto 3rd Avenue NW. #7 the Eugene Wiley Lentz House at 229 Third Street, 

NW and # 8 the Albert E. Abernethy House (aka The Vintage House) at 271 Third 

Avenue NW are just ahead on the left. There is parking on Third Avenue, NW in front of 

the Vintage House, on 3rd Street NW in front of the Lentz House and in a parking lot 

behind the Vintage House entered off of 3rd Street NW. 

  

 

 

For more information call (828)322-4731 or e-mail info@hickorylandmarks.org. 
 

Hickory Landmarks Society is a funded affiliate of the United Arts Council of Catawba Valley. 


